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Form a connect with…
(In this article we connect you to a place or an individual in Nabha)

Navi Disha School (NDS), Mandour,

Nabha, Punjab

After performing due diligence of

Village Mandour, Nabha Foundation

found that the school dropout rate of

children was very high at the primary

level itself. There was already a

government run primary school in

the area along with a private school,

but children were not interested in

going to school. Either they were not

engaged properly or they found the

teachers too strict. Children up to 12

years of age were sitting at home,

doing housework and looking after

their younger siblings.

The Foundation felt the need and

decided to establish a school to bring

these children back into the formal

education system. Even though the

education was free and there was no

expense involved for the parents, it

was still a task to convince the

residents of 'Bajigar Basti' where

mostly rag pickers live, to send their

children back to school. Most of all

the children were reluctant. It took

some effort to make the community

understand and get their approval to

start a school.

The Nabha Foundation established

The Navi Disha School in Mandour in

2007 with 40 children, most of them

school dropouts, of mostly rag

pickers & daily wage labourers, with

the support of the community

members. Today most of the children

of that first batch, have completed

their class 12th and are in college. The

children who had given up on studies

are now pursuing maths, economics,

arts and other subjects at the college

level. Some of them while studying

are also giving tuitions in their spare

time. As for the Navi Disha School, the

opinion at that time when it started
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was that it will shut down soon.

Today it is giving a tough competition

to the government run primary

school as children from there are now

seeking admission in NDS school. The

NDS children are doing exceptionally

well and getting admission after 5th

class in government run free school

for meritorious students, the coveted

Adarsh Model School. It is our

endeavour to bring back to school

every child who has dropped out and

provide them with quality education

so that then can live their dreams.

The enthusiasm of the classroom

which is full of joy and hope for the

future has to be felt.

We can plan your trip to Navi Disha

School in Mandour where you can

know more about the daily lives of

these children. You can also

sponsor a child if you wish. Do get

in touch by writing to us at

and

we will get back at the earliest.

info@thenabhafoundation.org
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In our next issue, we will talk about ‘Gendered Approach Towards Development’…

Parents of Honey Kaur & Sonam Yadav talk about the achievement of their
daughters…

It is no small feat for children of broken & poor families to rise to a level that sets an
example for the entire community. Honey Kaur has received primary education (pre
nursery to class 5th) in Navi Disha School (NDS), Dulladi. Her parents are separated and
she stays with her mother and brother. Her mother Pardeeep Kaur talks about their
journey “My daughter really liked going to school, going through an emotionally
turbulent time at home and shuffling housework, did not deter her from giving her
best. Credit goes to NDS teachers who created an atmosphere of interest and encouraged her. Due to their efforts,
my daughter cleared the Jawahar Navodaya Vidhyala Exams which every child in our village aspires for as studying
there is considered a sure way to success. The entrance exam is tough and only few children make it. Initially my
family was hesitant to send the girl to a co-education school but the NDS teachers convinced us. Today it is a dream
come true for my daughter. All her expenses, education till class 12th, boarding & food are covered by the school.
She no longer feels like a burden on the family and is free to study and dream big”.

Similarly, Sonam Yadav of Navi Disha School (NDS) Dulladi also cleared the Jawahar Navodaya
Vidhyala Exam. Sonam belongs to an extremely poor family. Even though she cleared the exams,
it was a challenge for NDS teachers to convince her parents to send her to a boarding school. Her
father Prem Yadav says “My daughter always wanted to study but in family like ours where it is
difficult to make ends meet, it was impossible. She cleared the Navodaya School exam and now
this worry is also behind us. Sonam wants to be a Police Officer and now there is nothing to stop
her from fulfilling her dream”.

“What Makes Me Happy”

Photo of the month

A joyous connect...

Honey Kaur with her mother & brother

Sonam Yadav
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Education Program - MGK School

Education Program - Navi Disha Schools


